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"Have  been  reading  P.evillont  on  the  derivation  of 
Roman  from.  Egyptian  law.” 

“Am  reading  Hammurabi's  code.  It  is  becoming  clear  that 
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justice*  He  sas  adored  'ey  his  children;  from  their  infancy 
cared  for  and  taught  them;  his  life's  efforts  were  for  their 
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2ia.u\  year  s,  *■  -;  *  Shaw's  law  offices  had  been  established 
in  a  modest  two  room,  one  story  frame  building  of  the  period  of  tne 
Civil  War.  These  rooms  srere  heated  by  a  snail  cast  iron  stove,  or 
the  vintage  of  IS 63,  that  was  embellished  on  its  sides  by  warlike 
trophies  of  flags  and  cannons.  There  were  ten  foot  ceilings  and 
the  roc m s  were  spacious,  but  every  available  square  foot  of  the* 
walls  was  covered  by  shelves  that  reached  from  fioo: 
bore  the  burden  cf  a  law  library  of  some  three  thou 
which  number  were  also  contained  both  french  and  Ge 
Other  series  of  volumes  were  ranked  upon  the  floor. 

Passing  by  Hr.  Shaw's  office  on  a  summer  day,  one  night  have 
seen  him  sit h  bach  to  the  open  door,  deep  in  his  Xenophon  as  it  was 


from 

floor  to 

ceiling  ana 

hree 

thou  sand 

volumes,  m 

.ch  an 

d  German 

law  libraries 

said,  and  balanced  in  a  common  wooden  chair  with  feet  on  his  table. 


The  writer  was  once  ashed  to  sign  a  will  at  this  table.  Mr.  Shaw 
presented  a  quill  pen,  a  steel  pen  and  a  gold  fountain  pen.  Of 
course  the  quill  pen  was  chosen  for  its  novelty,  and  it  had  the  feel 
of  a  delicate  gold  pen.  hr.  Shaw  habitually  used  a  quill  pen.  This 


table 

had  once  graced 

the  offices  of 

Stuart  and  Edwards 

of  sprin, 

field, 

Illinois,  with 

whom  he  read 

law  in  1853,  and  he 
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t 

listened  to  Abraham  Lincoln  as  the  latter  sat  poised  with  feet  upon 
that  sane  table  and  recounted  his  anecdotes. 

Hr.  Shaw  kindly  favored  an  audience  at  the  Unitarian  Church 
of  Geneseo,  Illinois,  with  recollections  cf  Lincoln.  These  he  later 
elaborated  and  they  were  published  'ey  a  friend  as  an  original  con¬ 
tribution  to  Lincoln's  biography. 

While  at  Springfield  he  became  a  student  of  the  German  lang¬ 
uage  and  to  that  end  read  the  Illinois  Stoats  Zeitung  for  many  year  ’• . 
preserving  the  files •  At  the  time  cf  the  Chicago  fire  in  1371,  that 
Journal  lost  all  of  its  own  files,  out  hr,  Shaw  was  able  and  happy 

n  _ 


to  replace  the  entire  series* 

-i.  .:,nry  Young,  at  one  time  a  prominent  citizen  of  Geneseo, 
who  drove  a  fine  team  of  very  fast  horses,  related  to  the  writer 
how  he  had  once  overtaken  hr.  Shaw  afoot  on  the  way  to  Cambridge, 
the  Countyseat.  Mr.  Shaw  frequently  made  this  trip  in  this  way 
ior  tne  sale  of  the  exercise*  He  once  made  the  trip  over  and  bach, 

24  miles,  tc  report  to  the  Court  the  single  word  Bho a ,  on  the 
occasion  mentioned^  Mr.  Ycung; In  a  spirit  of  compassion  ashed  Hr. 

Shaw  to  ride  with  him.  The  latter  politely  excused  himself,  re¬ 
marked.  that  he  !?was  in  something  of  a  hurry*  and  pursued  his  wqy. 
when  j-t,  Shaw's  attention  was  called  to  this  story,  he  recalled  the 
Greeh  anecdote  of  a  man  who  was  leading  an  ass  by  a  rope,  and  who, 
when  ashed  in  derision  by  his  friends  why  he  aid  not  ride,  replied 
that  he  was  in  a  harry  and  did  not  have  the  time. 

Another  i ora  pi  exercise  for  Hr.  Shaw  was  the  woodpile.  when 
ohe  writer  oeg^el  him  to  have  his  wood  cut  by  machine  he  answered 

4 

wi  .n  energy  ~nat  ne  would  pay  him  to  stay  away . 

what  particularly  attracted  the  writer  was  Hr.  Shaw's  great 
erudition,  and  his  ueath  brought  a  sense  of  the  great  loss  of  that 
ordered  fund  of  info mat ion  that  was  so  readily  available  and  so 
hindly  given. 

hr.  George  E.  Waite,  a  friend, and  contemporary  or  Mr.  Shaw  m 

A  and  of  iii  story 

the  practice  of  law,  said  of  him  referring  to  his  love  of  the  Classics/ 

“Oh,  he's  been  reading  up  on  the  subject”,  or“He* s  an  old  College 

professor” ,  but  the  range  of  his  mind  and  his  ready  information  were 

much  greater  than  that  of  many  professors  who  fall  into  a  groove. 

In  later  life  Mr.  Shaw  stimulated  his  intellect  by  the  study 
and  mastery  of  the  Hebrew  Language.  The  writer  has  occasionally  seen 
him  on  a  Sunday  morning  seated  on  the  front  porch  of  his  residence 
reading  a  great  Hebrew  bibie  that  was  spread  open  on  a  small  table 
before  him. 


Mr.  Snap's  choice  or  language  was  remarkable  Tor  its  simpli 
city  and  directness.  His  statements  we re  concise  and  exact. 

A  historical  contrloution  written  by  him,  in  beautiful  lan¬ 
guage,  at  the  time  of  the  civil  war,  presented  a  deep  analyst 3  of 
certain  phases  ox’  English  History  as  throwing  light  upon  problems 
arising  during  the  war  and  forecasting  their  probable  outcome,  a 
chance  remari  of  his  on  the  capacity  or  the  Herman  conquerors 
stimulated  the  writer  to  a  very  profitable  study  of  the  conquest. 

with  all  of  his  great  learning  Mr*  Shaw  was  the  most  modest 
of  men,  suggesting  his  opinion  with  hesitation,  ’out  he  was  a  man 
of  independent  character  and  conduct. 

In  the  interest  of  preserving  the  rights  of  the  individual 
Under  the  Constitution  he  carried  what  was  esteemed  an  unpopular 
cause  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  and  won  it  for  his  poor 
client  without  expense  to  the  latter. 

Mr*  Shaw  was  of  a  blond  complexion  and  clean  shaven.  He 

never  wore  glasses.  He  told  of  the  strong  sight  of  the  Indians 

Lai<e 

about/Superior  who  could  perceive  with  unaided  eyes  the  moons  of 
the  planet  Jupiter. 
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